
Breaking in and Interrupting 
 
English        German equivalent 
 
 
Excuse me… 
to attract attention 
 
Sorry 
 
Excuse me for interrupting, but… 
 
May I interrupt for a moment? 
 
…, please 
at the end of a request 
 
Certainly 
a polite way to say yes 
 
Sorry, but… 
 
Can I add here that… 
 
I’d like to comment on that. 
 
May I add something? 
 
Could I just say something here? 
 
I’d like to say something, if I may. 
 
Can I ask a question? 
 
May I ask something? 
 
 
To return to the topic 
 
Anyway… 
 
In any case… 
 
To get back to what I was saying… 
 
Where was I? 
 
Where were we? 
 
 
 

 


